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dwindled into insignificance He did not wish to underrate the difficulties
arising in this country fiom unemployment, such as he had seen in Lancashire,
but he did say that the unemployment in India deserved the sympathy and
assistance of the whole world. He did not mean material sympathy if they
in India could give work to their people, there would be no need of money,
for labour was another form of money. Mr. Gandhi paid a tnbute to the
"noble part the women of India took during the last struggle for the freedom
of India" 1

The manifestation of energy, devotion and sacrifice which
thousands of women made during the last satyagraha in India
was nothing short of a miracle. Though I had great faith in their
ability to discharge their duty to the utmost, I was not prepared
for the phenomenal awakening which occurred. This probably
took the country several years in advance. If India today stands
taller than she did eighteen months ago, I know Indian women
had the largest share in it. It does not surprise me that the vast
body of women in India does not want to scramble for special
protection and special privileges. The women have set a noble
example to men by abstaining from claiming special privileges.

I would like to have their blessings in order that I may not
fail to represent the cause that has been entrusted to my hands.

The Times, 3-10-1931 and, Amnta Bazar Patnka, 4-10-1931

93.   DIGAMBAR MUNIS

It seems that some misunderstanding has arisen regarding the
opinion I had expressed about Digarnbar Jain munis. My article2
was never intended to imply that any private individual could
take the law into his own hands and harass Digarnbar munis
or insult them, I have heard that at present three such munis are
staying at Mandvi. During the monsoon they are not to go else-
where. There is a fairly large Jam population in Mandvi. But
I hear that other people there harass the munis on the basis
of my article. If this is true, it should be regarded as a mis-
interpretation of my article. I had only discussed the moral
aspect of the question. How could I have desired in it that any-
body should be harassed, let alone Digarnbar munis? I hope that
no one will harass them or any other such munis. This note
was to have been written before the last conference at Simla, but

1 What follows is from Amnta Bazar Patnka.
* Vide Vol. XLVII, pp. 107-9.